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Reviews 


Automobile engineering; a reading Technical Society, 1932. Fabrikoid, 
course and general reference work for $24.80; less 25% discount to libraries. 
auto-mechanics, chauffeurs, and own- The American Technical Society pub- 
ers, covering the construction, care, lishes several sets dealing with technical 
and repair of pleasure cars, commer- subjects. A set consists of numerous 
cial cars, and motorcycles, with spe- independent texts combined into a series 
cial attention to ignition, starting, and of numbered volumes, usually with two 
lighting systems, aviation engines, or more texts to the volume. Each 
welding, etc., prepared by a staff of volume has its own index, and the last 
automobile experts, designers, and has an index to the set. Many of the 
consulting engineers; over fifteen hun- individual texts are available bound sep- 
dred illustrations. 6v. Drexel Ave. arately, so that duplication of especially 
at 58th St., Chicago, American useful material is often possible. 


Tue Susscription Booxs Butxetin is published quarterly by the American Library Association, 520 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. Subscription price $1.00 per year. Entered as second class matter May 2, 1930, 
at the post office at Chicago, Ill., with additional entry at Crawfordsville, Ind., under the act of 
March 3, 1879, Copyright, 1932. Printed in the U. S. A. 
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Texts are simply and clearly written, 
and are well furnished with diagrams, 
sketches, and other illustrations. Vol- 
umes are dependable within the usual 
limitations of date, and are particularly 
useful where there is a call for ele- 
mentary technical material for the home 
student or practical man. 

In considering new editions, the li- 
brarian should compare them with earlier 
ones, since more or less material will 
often be reprinted with little or no 
change. The fact that material is 
carried over may not affect its real use- 
fulness, but a library may not care to 
duplicate material in large part already 
on its shelves. 

This particular set on automobile 
engineering is very fairly described by its 
sub-title as to scope and treatment. The 
publisher’s circular adds that the work 
is a 17th edition, newly revised and re- 
written. 

Comparison with the 1930 edition 
shows a fair number of changes which 
include a rewritten section on storage 
batteries; a revised and shortened sec- 
tion on motorcycles; a new eight-page 
section on free-wheeling and synchro- 
mesh transmission; an enlarged, rewrit- 
ten section on wheels; a rewritten and 
slightly increased section on tires; a new 
eighteen-page section on outboard 
motors; wiring diagrams for twenty- 
seven new models replacing diagrams 
for older cars; and minor revisions. For 
the rest, text and illustrations remain 
for the most part as in the 1930 edition, 
and in volume one are unchanged except 
for a few photographs and a reset list 
of contributing authorities. 

While it is correct to speak of the 


set as “revised and rewritten,” libraries 
which own the 1930 edition may wish to 
consider rather carefully whether the 
amount of actually new or revised ma- 
terial is worth the price of an additional 
set. The publishers will replace lost 
volumes at $3.10 per volume. 

If duplication of a considerable 
amount of existing useful material is de- 
sired or not objected to, or if a library 
does not have any edition, the set is 
recommended. 

Book of history. 

See My book of history. 

Business efficiency. 7v. 4750 Sheridan 
Road, Chicago, Columbia institute. 
No date. $99.80. 

This set of seven volumes includes the 
following titles: Railway transportation. 
Some phases of its history, operation and 
regulation, by Frank L. McVey; Cur- 
rency, banking and exchange, by Albert 
H. Putney; Salesmanship and advertis- 
ing, by Thomas H. Russell, and Real 
estate, by George W. Kirkman; Book- 
keeping, accounting and auditing, by 
William Morse Cole; Commercial law 
and interstate commerce, legal forms, by 
Albert H. Putney; Business principles, 
organization and efficiency, by Frank R. 
Mason; and Corporations, organization, 
financing, management, by Albert H. 
Putney. They are printed on cheap 
paper, are poorly bound, and are un- 
dated; but were sold in 1929 by the 
Columbia institute, 4750 Sheridan Road, 
Chicago. 

The title of the set, Business efficiency, 
is merely a binder’s title and must not 
be confused with the set, Business man- 
agement, published by the LaSalle ex- 
tension university, and reviewed in the 
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Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1931. The content is superficial and of 
the old-fashioned, optimistic type. In 
the volume on Currency, banking and 
exchange we find the history of English 
and American currency brought only to 
1900, and the history of American bank- 
ing to 1916. The volume on Rail- 
way transportation closes with a sum- 
mary of the transportation act of 1920. 
It contains a ten-page bibliography, with 
no book listed later than 1909. This 
is the only bibliography we found in the 
set. The following is a sample of the 
philosophy interspersed freely through- 
out: “Look as if you had just taken a 
million-dollar order,” “Many a growl- 
ing purchaser may be soothed and tamed 
by a happy countenance,” “Be cheerful. 
Act cheerful. Look cheerful.” 

Investigation does not reveal the exist- 
ence of an educational institute of this 
name nor is there such a firm at the ad- 
dress used on the letterhead at the time 
the set was being sold in Colorado. 

Though we have heard of its being 
sold for this purpose the few pages of 
quiz questions at the end of each volume 
are the only features of the set which 
suggest its use as a correspondence 
course. The volumes are not worthy of 
comparison with up-to-date books on 
business, published by many trade pub- 
lishers. Not recommended. 

Civil engineering: a reading course 
and general reference work on sur- 
veying, highway construction, rail- 
road engineering, earthwork, concrete 
design and construction, bridge en- 
gineering, steel construction, strength 
of materials, statics, estimating, roof 
trusses, contracts, specifications, hy- 


draulics, water supply, sewers, drains, 

etc. 7v. Drexel Ave. at 58th St., Chi- 

cago, American Technical Society, 

1931. 1916-1931. Fabrikoid $29.80; 

25% special discount to libraries. 

This is actually a collection of fifteen 
elementary textbooks on the subjects 
named in the sub-title, attractively bound 
in seven volumes. Each text bears the 
name of a competent engineer or teacher 
of engineering. 

The style is clear, the mathematics is 
of slight or moderate difficulty ranging 
from arithmetic to trigonometry, and the 
illustrations are numerous. The latter 
include diagrams, graphs, and details of 
construction, and also many photographs 
of engineering works and devices. Each 
volume has its own index and there is 
a general index to the set in volume 
seven. 

The work is based on previous edi- 
tions by the same publisher of which the 
next preceding bore 1926 as its latest 
date of copyright and was in nine vol- 
umes. Comparison with the 1926 edi- 
tion showed the following changes and 
correspondences. 

The 1931 edition corresponds to the 
first seven volumes of the 1926 edition. 
From the latter have been dropped the 
sections on water power development, 
river and harbor improvement, dams and 
weirs, irrigation engineering, and cost 
analysis engineering. The remaining 
texts have been considerably rearranged 
and in a few cases have been revised to 
a greater or less extent. 

The revised texts are: Bridge engi- 
neering by Frank O. Dufour and C. P. 
Schantz; Steel construction by Henry 
Jackson Burt, revised by Herman Ritow; 
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and Concrete design and construction by 
Walter Loring Webb and W. Herbert 
Gibson. From the last has been deleted 
information on masonry other than con- 
crete which is no longer represented in 
any volume except very incidentally. A 
noticeable omission in Burt’s textbook is 
that of any allusion to welded construc- 
tion. 

The other twelve texts, which con- 
stitute the bulk of the work, show. no 
important discoverable change. 

Comparison with the 1908 edition en- 
titled Cyclopedia of civil engineering led 
to the discovery that the following texts 
have survived from that date without 
apparent alteration: Hydraulics, by 
Frederick E. Turneaure; Roof trusses, 
by Frank O. Dufour; Statics, by Ed- 
ward R. Maurer; and Strength of ma- 
terials, by Edward R. Maurer. Parts 


I and II of Water supply and two-thirds 


of the section on sewers and drains have 
similarly been carried forward. 

This set represents a type of material 
which is highly useful in the circulating 
collections of public libraries where there 
is a call for simply presented technical in- 
formation for the home student. It is 
much to be regretted that the publishers 
could not have seen their way clear to a 
thorough revision. It is also to be re- 
gretted that the publisher’s advertising 
gives no information as to the nature and 
actual extent of revisions. While the 
publisher’s good faith is not questioned, 
the fact remains that lack of such in- 
formation has a bad effect upon pur- 
chasers who have taken the word of a 
salesman or the publisher’s printed claim 
of “newly revised” to mean more than 
it actually does. 


Libraries having the 1926 edition will 
do better to obtain the individual texts 
which have actually been revised as men- 
tioned above and which are fortunately 
available in separate form. In larger 
libraries which have a heavy demand for 
this type of material, and which do not 
own the 1926 edition, the present work 
will have its usefulness, though it can- 
not be properly called up-to-date. 

Except for such special cases, the set 
is not recommended. 

College and private school directory 
of the United States; the standard 
descriptive list of universities, col- 
leges, private schools, technical, com- 
mercial and vocational schools in the 
United States; directory of publishers, 
business firms and agencies, hotels, re- 
sorts, transportation companies, steam- 
ship lines, etc.; comp. and published 
by Educational Aid Society; revised, 
rearranged and _ supplemented by 
Samuel Bauer, Donald M. Kinney, 
George M. Lindsay. v. 18. 168 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Educational Aid Society, c1932. Stu- 
dents’ ed. $2; regular ed. $5. 
Previously published as: American 

college and private school directory, 

1907-1916; Educational aid society col- 

lege and private school directory, 1917- 

1928. 

Volume one, 1907, was published by 
the American Educational Association. 
In 1908, this was changed to the Educa- 
tional Aid Society. 

This work, so we read on page eleven, 
is the Handbook of the Educational Aid 
Society. From the book itself we learn 
that the object of this Society is 
“to bring into closer relationship par- 
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ents, guardians, students, and institu- 
tions,” and that it “receives a limited 
number of full scholarships” in “the 
best institutions of every kind,” which 
“are sold to parents and students at as 
low rates and on more favorable terms 
than those charged by inferior institu- 
tions.” Advertising space is sold to 
schools, and prospective students are di- 
rected to schools fitting their require- 
ments. ‘Tuition is sometimes paid to the 
society by the student and credited to 
the account of the school if it carries the 
school’s advertising. In other cases it is 
remitted to the school. Though volumes 
are numbered consecutively they are 
issued annually rather than in a set. 
The new volume supersedes the old. 
Paper and press work are of poor qual- 
ity, and the binding does not promise to 
withstand hard wear. 

The 1932 volume contains miscel- 


laneous information not easily found else- 


where. The contents include lists of 
Universities and colleges, Junior col- 
leges, Preparatory schools, Military 
schools, Camps for boys and for girls, 
Technical schools—including schools of 
naprapathy, chiropody, expression, dra- 
matic art, and dancing, lip reading, de- 
fective speech, occupational therapy, 
beauty culture, and watch making and 
engraving. ‘There are eighty pages of 
advertisements for schools, with an index 
to these advertisements; and a curious 
inclusion, emphasized on title page and 
cover, is the travel section, which in- 
cludes only thirty pages of advertisements 
of hotels, steamship lines, etc. The book 
closes with a one hundred and thirty page 
alphabetical index of schools. Informa- 
tion given about each school mentioned 


-. 


in the book is very slight, including gen- 
erally, location, date of establishment, 
the name of the president, and whether 
sectarian or coeducational. The advan- 
tage of the book would lie in its inclusion 
of many schools not listed elsewhere— 
schools for colored people, for instance, 
and such unusual technologies as those 
mentioned above. The great disadvan- 
tage of the book is the carelessness and 
inaccuracy with which it is compiled. 
The following list of mistakes shows that 
the information can not be depended 
upon: 

Regis College is entered as Begis. 

The Colorado Woman’s College, a 
Baptist institution, is entered as non- 
sectarian and coeducational. 

Thomas D. Boyd is listed as the Presi- 
dent of the Louisiana State University in- 
stead of James Monroe Smith. 

The University of Iowa is listed as a 
Methodist institution. 

Scripps College is listed among the 
Colleges for Girls but not among the 
Universities and Colleges for Men, 
Women and Both Sexes, although Mills 
College is entered in both places. 

The list of library schools is so care- 
lessly compiled as to make us distrust 
all the other technical lists. It includes 
the Indianapolis Public Library training 
class, but no other training classes. It 
gives an eleven line announcement about 
the St. Louis Library school, five lines 
about the Chautauqua School for Libra- 
rians, and not more than four lines about 
any other school. There is no mention 
of the schools that are accredited, nor 
as to whether they are graduate schools 
or not. Eleven schools not accredited 
are included, and eight accredited 
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schools, as listed in the 4. L. A. Bulletin 
are omitted. 

In the list of school libraries we find, 
under Colorado, Manly D. Ormes men- 
tioned as the librarian at Colorado 
Springs; Miss Louise Kampf is the li- 
brarian. Miss Cynthia Buck is listed as 
the librarian of the Western State Col- 
lege of Gunnison, Colorado, instead of 
Miss Ruth M. Stewart, who is the libra- 
rian. We cannot discover the basis- of 
selection for the list of school libraries. 
Only six school libraries were listed in 
Colorado, and for two of those the name 
of the librarian was incorrectly given. 

In the list of public libraries we find 
Anne Parker Hyder listed as State 
Librarian of Colorado; she has not oc- 
cupied this position for several years. 
Elfreda Stebbins is listed as the librarian 
of Fort Collins, Colorado, instead of 
Gwendolyn Edwards. E. M. Pfutzen- 
reuter is listed as the librarian of the 
Greely Public Library instead of Helen 
Thomas. The check of other states 
would no doubt disclose more errors. 

Not recommended because of its in- 
accuracies, although the larger reference 
collections will want to include it be- 
cause it is useful in locating smaller insti- 
tutions not easily found elsewhere. 
Doubleday’s encyclopedia, written by 

leading authorities in every branch of 

knowledge; ed. by Arthur Elmore 

Bostwick ; managing editor, Asa Don 

Dickinson; associate editor, Nella 

Braddy; foreign editor, J. A. Ham- 

merton. llv. Garden City, New 

York, Doubleday, Doran & co., 1932. 

illus. pl. ports. maps. Buckram 

$59.50; to libraries, $49.50; artcraft 
$72. 


The first edition of this encyclopedia, 
published in 1931, was reviewed in de- 
tail in the Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April, 1931. In the second edition the 
following changes are claimed: two hun- 
dred and ninety-three new pictures and 
forty-two new maps replace old ones; 
five hundred new subjects are added, and 
1930 census figures are included in the 
articles as well as in the index volume; 
bibliographies are revised, and many 
articles are revised or rewritten; items 
of merely local interest in Great Britain 
have been dropped, as well as many 
entries under names of books and char- 
acters of fiction, to make room for biog- 
raphies of Americans and topics of cur- 
rent interest; the index, which was in 
the tenth volume of the first edition, has 
been printed in a separate volume, the 
eleventh. 

Of the rewritten articles examined, all 
seem improved. The looks of the page 
and the general character of the encyclo- 
pedia remain unchanged. 

The revision is adequate to meet the 
needs of one year, but the experience of 
the year has not demonstrated the 
general need in libraries for an ency- 
clopedia half way in price, maturity and 
fullness of treatment between the Bri- 
tannica and the Americana on the one 
hand and the World book and Comp- 
ton’s on the other. However, for those 
libraries feeling the need of an addi- 
tional small, and comparatively inexpen- 
sive encyclopedia, this is recommended. 
Libraries owning the 1931 printing will 
not need to purchase this second edition. 
German classics of the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries; master- 

pieces of German literature translated 





oo 
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into English; editor-in-chief, Kuno 

Francke; assistant editor-in-chief, 

William Guild Howard. 20v. Al- 

bany, N. Y., J. B. Lyon. c1913- 

1921. To libraries $37.50 direct 

from publisher. 

This is an anthology of representative 
selections of prose and poetry in which, 
to quote the editor’s preface, “for the first 
time English readers will find a pano- 
rama of the whole of German literature 
from Goethe to the present day,” i.e. 
1914. The editors do not limit them- 
selves to authors of the German Empire, 
but also recognize Swiss and Austrian 
writers. 

The examples are chosen from a wide 
range and represent not only dramatists, 
poets, novelists, and essayists, but also 
philosophers, publicists and _ orators. 
Among contributions of the latter are 
included speeches of the former Kaiser, 
Wilhelm II, “as the perfectly fitting and 
convincing expression of the German 
mind in the age of his reign.” Historians 
and scientists are omitted. 

The translations are by various hands 
from Anna Swanwick and J. A. Froude 
to Margaret Miinsterberg and George 
Sylvester Viereck. The poetical ren- 
derings are inevitably the least satisfac- 
tory. 

Editorial introductions and biographi- 
cal notices are contributed by distin- 
guished scholars of the United States 
and Germany. The editor-in-chief is 
noted on the title page as professor of 
the history of German culture, emeritus, 
and honorary curator of the Germanic 
Museum, Harvard University. The 
assistant editor-in-chief was at the time 
of publication and still is professor of 


German at Harvard. Representative of 
notable names among the special writers, 
some of whom are no longer living, are 
those of Calvin Thomas of Columbia, 
Richard M. Meyer of the University of 
Berlin, Arthur H. Palmer of Yale, Hugo 
Miinsterberg of Harvard, Mary Whiton 
Calkins of Wellesley, Gustav Gruener of 
Yale, and Albert Wilhelm Boesche of 
Cornell. 

The numerous, usually excellent, il- 
lustrations include reproductions of 
German works of art, occasionally in 
color, and portraits of authors. 

The text is well and clearly printed in 
large, comfortable type, and the binding, 
in dark red linen, is neat and strong. 

As a whole, the set impresses one as 
a well-planned, well-executed, merito- 
rious attempt to interest the American 
or English reader in German literature 
and thought of its period. 

Like any such work it is bound to 
suffer from the attentions of students in 
search of translations to use as cribs, 
which means that in many places the 
librarian must consider the problem of 
reserving and preserving it for its legiti- 
mate use. Where this problem is not 
felt to be too serious, the set is recom- 
mended. 

Leaders in education; a biographical 
directory ; ed. by J. McKeen Cattell. 
"Grand Central Terminal, New 


York City, Science press, 1932. First 


edition. $67 Pid Are A, \3 

The editor also edits School and 
Society, Science, Scientific Monthly, The 
American Naturalist, and American 
men of science. Of the latter, which 
has proved very useful in libraries, the 
fifth edition is in press. 





ec 
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This volume is a companion to 4 meri- 
can men of science, which it resembles 
in binding, size, and appearance. The 
information is a by-product of School and 
Society, developed from a card index 
begun by the editor in 1915, which in- 
cluded those persons in America whose 
assistance might be of value in the work 
of the journal. The directory is con- 
cerned with the whole of education, and 
includes libraries, museums, and other 
social agencies outside the standardized 
schools and colleges. Some 11,000 en- 
tries are claimed, and we are informed in 
the preface that omissions are due to the 
failure of educators to respond to requests 
for information. The sketches are short, 
give no personal information as to par- 
ents, marriages, children, etc., but con- 
fine themselves to a concise record of 
achievements in the educational world. 
The names include in most cases honorary 


titles, such as Dr., Pres., Supt., and 


Prof. The part of the name not ordi- 
narily used is enclosed in parentheses. 
Place and date of birth follow, with 
educational institutions attended, and 
the degrees awarded with dates. Posi- 
tions held are listed, and—a most useful 
feature—the present position is printed 
in italics. Membership in educational 
societies is included, and each sketch 
closes with a list of the subjects in which 
the biographee is interested. ‘Titles of 
books and other publications are not 
listed ; although usually a list of the sub- 
jects mentioned above includes those upon 
which the biographee has written. This 
omission of bibliographies is a serious 
defect from a reference point of view. 

Most educators of promise are in- 
cluded, and few omissions of important 


people were noted. The large inclusion 
of names makes this volume a welcome 
addition to biographical directories. 
Comparing it with Who’s who in Ameri- 
can education, reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, October, 1930, 
we find Leaders in education, although 
containing slightly shorter articles, in- 
cludes many more people, and that 
the inclusions are more carefully se- 
lected. For instance, in thirteen pages 
in the C’s we find one hundred and 
one biographies in Leaders in educa- 
tion that are not included in Who’s 
who in American education; only six 
biographies included in Who’s who in 
American education were omitted in 
Leaders twelve entries 
were the same in both. 

The information included is accurate, 
the selection of subjects is satisfactory, 
and the press work and appearance are 
dignified. The stitching does not seem 
strong, and the binding may not stand the 
hard usage of libraries. Recommended. 
My book of history, a picturesque tale 

of progress; ed. by Olive Beaupré 

Miller, assisted by Harry Neal Baum. 

3v. 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 

Bookhouse for Children, c1929-31. 

illus. Buckram $19.50; fabrikoid 

$25, discount of 5% for cash. 

Contents: v.1, Beginnings: v.2, Con- 
quests; v.3, New nations. A teachers’ 
manuai by Mary G. Kelty, entitled Ad- 
ventures in World History; an activity 
program for teachers and pupils, accom- 
panies the set at an additional cost of 
twenty-five cents. 

A short review of this set appeared 
in the October 1930 Subscription Books 
Bulletin without any recommendation. 


in education; 
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Six volumes were announced by the pub- 
lishers but they now consider the three 
volumes published, a complete unit and 
can not announce further dates of 
publication. 

The three volumes of this set present 
a picture of the story of man from the 
early Stone Age through the Italian 
Renaissance. Its greatest value seems to 
be in the numerous illustrations which 
are taken from recent sources, from 
original paintings and relics recently ex- 
cavated, or are imaginative pictures con- 
structed from original sources. The 
reproductions are much better than the 
imaginative pictures which have a 
sameness of technique which becomes 
somewhat monotonous in three volumes. 
However, children often look through 
volume after volume, studying the pic- 
tures with great interest. ‘The notes 
under the pictures are full and make 
clear to children the value of arche- 
ology in making history known and 
can not fail to stimulate an interest 
in visiting museums of archeological 
relics and creating detailed pictures in 
the reader’s mind of the life and customs 
of the people in the periods portrayed. 
The text suffers in parts from the ne- 
cessity of great condensation but it does 
succeed in creating a succession of mental 
pictures which produce a vivid impres- 
sion of the historical development of 
mankind. 

The first chapters of the first volume 
are best adapted to fourth or fifth grade 
children while the rest of the set is best 
for children of about junior high school 
age. ‘The style is very uneven as if dif- 
ferent persons had written various parts, 
some using long involved sentences and 


<e. 


difficult vocabulary, others short sentences 
and easy words. In the first volume 
fictitious characters and conversations 
are introduced, an objectionable practice 
in a serious historical work, and espe- 
cially so in this case as the conversation 
used seems incongruous in the mouths of 
primitive characters. 

The introduction of myths, hero 
stories and folk tales breaks the conti- 
nuity of the narrative and in some cases 
these stories might better be referred to 
than introduced, as there are so many 
versions of them easily accessible to all 
children. In other cases the stories have 
seldom or never been told for children 
and gain much by being introduced with 
the historical background. Few chil- 
dren will read the set from cover to cover 
but will dip into it here and there where 
the pictures create sufficient interest in 
the text, or they will listen with interest 
if parts of it are read to them by parent 
or teacher. 

There are numerous minor inaccu- 
racies but many educators claim these 
details are not important in a work for 
children’s consumption. One librarian 
has said that “since they have done so 
well, it is a pity the editors did not make 
these volumes a lot better.”” They con- 
tain a vast amount of material not avail- 
able in attractive form elsewhere for 
children but the books will be limited in 
use both as sources of information and as 
pleasure reading. They will be more use- 
ful in a school library than in a home, or 
public library. Jf such material is so 
much needed that the defects of the set 
may be overlooked it is recommended. 
New student’s reference work; for 

teachers, students and families; ed. 
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by C. B. Beach and F. McMurry. 

8v. 2036 E. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio, 

S. L. Weedon co. Buckram $41.75; 

cloth $34.75. 

In the Subscription Books Bulletin of 
October, 1930, we informed our readers 
that the publishers intended to bring out 
a new encyclopedia to supplant this work. 
This new encyclopedia is called Weed- 
on’s modern encyclopedia, now in proc- 
ess of publication. As soon as we-have 
been able to examine the entire set we 
will review it in these columns. The 
New student’s reference work has been 
sold by the Weedon company to the L. 
J. Bullard company by whom we are in- 
formed that a revision of this work is 


projected. 

Popular encyclopedia of daily use. 
See review of Twentieth century en- 
cyclopedia in this issue. 

Press research institute, inc. 292 


Madison Avenue, New York City. 

This firm has been selling a reference 
work which according to their own cir- 
culars “covers the entire range of human 
knowledge.” Our request for a review 
copy elicited the response that, “Due to 
the fact that we are not interested in the 
sale of our publication to libraries, we 
do not care to submit any of our material 
for review in your publication.” 

The Committee on Subscription Books 
has had inquiries about the publication 
sold by this firm. We cannot find out 
what it is. Can one of our readers give 
us more information? 

System Bible study ; being an effort to 
give the most useful book of classi- 
fied Bible helps; the gems, the master- 
pieces, the crown-jewels, the heart of 
the Bible; by many of the world’s 


greatest Bible scholars; rev. and enl. 

ed. of 1930. lv. 1 W. Linwood 

Blvd., Kansas City, Mo., System 

Bible co., 1922, 1927. $11.75 to 

$15.75. 

This work is designed as a handy ref- 
erence source for Bible study. It is 
divided into two separately paged sec- 
tions, which, judging by the pronounced 
difference in typography, have probably 
appeared previously in separate works. 
With the exception of the maps, which 
bear a 1930 copyright date, no evidence 
was found by the reviewer that any re- 
vision had been made later than 1927. 

Section one, Historical and general in- 
formation, contains an alphabetically ar- 
ranged historical digest, or Bible dic- 
tionary, a chronological chart of Old 
Testament times, a chronological chart 
of interbiblical and New ‘Testament 
times, lists of miracles, of answered 
prayers recorded in the Bible, of Jesus’ 
prayers, and of parables, three maps 
which seem inadequate for the purpose 
(printed by the J. W. Clement co.) and 
a group of sixty-four full-page illustra- 
tions. The maps are provided with a 
four page index. The illustrations which 
are reproductions of photographs, though 
accompanied by interesting descriptive 
notes, are poorly printed half-tones. 

Section two is made up of eighteen 
separate departments, fifteen of which 
have individual forewords and tables of 
contents. Among these departments may 
be mentioned laws of the Bible, general 
prophecies and their fulfillments, proph- 
ecies concerning Jesus and their ful- 
fillments, the four gospels paralleled 
(compiled by A. J. Robertson, but differ- 
ing from his separately published Har- 
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mony of the gospels in compactness of 
layout and in use of the Authorized ver- 
sion rather than the revised), the inter- 
woven gospels (a rather unique feature, 
containing the four gospels in one, 
“omitting nothing recorded in the four 
and repeating nothing”), the teachings 
of Jesus arranged by subject, well-known 
scripture quotations arranged by subject, 
and a so-called “Character building and 
moral philosophy” department arranged 
alphabetically by names of moral at- 
tributes, to each attribute being devoted a 
paragraph of somewhat platitudinous 
moralizing and quotations from well- 
known writers. 

The book is provided with a master 
index to all sections and departments, 
with the exception of certain character 
and place names in the historical digest 
(it is difficult to determine the exact 
basis of inclusion) and of place names in 
the map index. 

The list of contributors contains the 
names of thirty-seven authorities, many 
of them well-known. Ten of the major 
contributions are signed and the longer 
articles in the historical digest, chiefly 
those of historical or controversial na- 
ture, are signed. 

The historical digest is perhaps the 
most useful feature of the book. It 
leans more heavily on scriptural citation 
than upon critical comment. Its plan 
and scope more nearly resemble that of 
the Universal Bible dictionary, edited by 
A. R. Buckland and A. L. Williams, 
than that of any other dictionary with 
which it was compared. A useful fea- 
ture is the system of cross references to 
other sections of the volume. 

An annual feature is offered at twenty- 


five cents a year providing a brief guide 
for study of the International Sunday 
School lessons, with references to the 
System Bible study. 

The book will be somewhat difficult 
to use, owing to the complicated ar- 
rangement and to the fact that the 
master index is not complete. With few 
minor exceptions, libraries will have in 
other reference aids all material included 
in this work. For home study it will, 
no doubt, be useful and can be recom- 
mended for those who will pay the 
price. The binding is good and the gen- 
eral appearance is not unattractive. 

Not recommended for libraries. 
Twentieth century encyclopedia: 

complete—concise—explicit;  beauti- 

ful illustrations in profusion ll 

printed in process colors and half tone, 

showing the most important events in 
history, science, literature, art, etc. 

The information in this encyclopedia is 

modern and up-to-date. 10v. Made 

in U. S. A. World Library Guild, 

1930, c1930 by the World Syndicate 

Publishing co., 1440 Broadway, N. Y. 

The publisher’s office has stated that 
sales are managed by a separate organi- 
zation, but that the price is between $18 
and $19. Our readers report that the 
ten volumes have been offered to them 
as complimentary, with a quotation of 
$3.95 a year for the ten years’ supple- 
ments. ‘The quotation has been accom- 
panied by the statement that the price 
would soon be raised to $7.50 a year. 
The work is actually published in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, but the only information 
relative to place found anywhere in the 
volumes is a title page statement ‘made 


in U. S. A.” 
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In general the work fails to live up 
to the comprehensive claims of the title 
page and to the statement there that “the 
information in this encyclopedia is mod- 
ern and up-to-date.” It is, to a large 
extent, a reprint of an earlier two-vol- 
ume work, called the Popular encyclo- 
pedia for daily use, published in 1925 by 
the World Syndicate Company in New 
York. Both publications contain an 
identical list of “contributing editors and 
editorial boards.” The small, closely 
set type, the two-column arrangement, 
and the frequent use of entire pages 
without alterations from the earlier work 
make it appear that old plates have been 
used extensively. 

A considerable number of the articles 
in the Popular encyclopedia for daily use 
have been taken from Everyman’s ency- 
clopaedia, 1913, and these same articles 
have been transferred to the Twentieth 
century encyclopedia, sometimes in their 
entirety, occasionally with the omission 
of, or changing of, a sentence or popu- 
lation statistics. In an examination of 
seventy-six pages of the Twentieth cen- 
tury encyclopedia forty-three articles 
were found to be exact duplicates of 
entries in Everyman’s encyclopaedia, 
1913; thirteen articles were the same 
with the omission of population statis- 
tics; and twenty-three were almost the 
same with occasional changes in a sen- 
tence or two or the omission of a sentence. 
The style varies from the satisfactory 
diction of the articles, taken from Every- 
man’s encyclopaedia as noted above, to 
crammed note-like jottings of fact. 

Generally, population statistics are not 
given under place names, but are tabu- 
lated under the heading, population. 


2. 





The biographies are inadequate, poorly 
proportioned, and lacking in up-to-date 
information about contemporaries. <A 
twelve-line entry under Canfield, Doro- 
thy, makes no mention of her marriage, 
and lists none of her works later than 
1922. 

Occasionally up-to-date information is 
given, but in a large number of articles 
on a variety of subjects, e.g. War debts, 
General education board, Czecho-Slo- 
vakia, Agricultural extension, etc., 1922 
or 1923 is the limiting date. It might be 
expected that full and recent information 
about Cleveland, the place of compila- 
tion, would be given. The article is, how- 
ever, an exact reprint of the article in 
the Popular encyclopedia for daily use, 
typographical errors and all, and there is 
every evidence that the old plate has been 
used for the page. 

Attempts to find information on some 
comparatively new subjects, e.g. Tele- 
vision, Adult education, were fruitless. 
The material on Education has been 
taken from the Popular encyclopedia for 
daily use, without change or additions. 

The illustrations, of color and half- 
tone plates, and the maps in color, vary 
in quality from fair to very poor. Too 
frequently the illustrations do not illus- 
trate, and are inserted without any re- 
lation to the text, e.g. “Cute kittens” 
found between Mora and More. The 
printing on the maps is often indistinct 
(incidentally the map of Alaska is dated 
1906). There is no means of locating 
a map, e.g. at the conclusion of the article 
British Isles is a reference, see map 
British Isles. No map could be found 
in the volume. 

Misprints and errors in alphabetizing 
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occur frequently. Not recommended. 
Note: 

We have also found three additional 
Library of Congress entries for Twen- 
tieth century encyclopedia under slightly 
varying titles: one published in eight 
volumes in Philadelphia by Gebbie & 
company in 1901; another published 
in six volumes in Philadelphia by 
the Syndicate publishing company in 
1901; and a third, probably an entirely 
different publication since it is only one 
volume, published in Philadelphia by the 
National publishing company in 1901. 
The latter has been issued also with 
added chapters under the title, The 
world’s book of knowledge and universal 
educator. It is difficult to trace the re- 
lation of these various publications to 
each other. 

University series, highlights of modern 
knowledge. 40v. 468 Fourth Ave., 
New York, University Society, c1931. 
illus. Public libraries will be permitted 
to buy individual books at the follow- 
ing prices: Paper bound, 75c net each, 
no discount; cloth, $1.46 net each. 
The titles and authors of the first eight 

books are as follows: Stars and planets by 

Donald H. Menzel; The earth by Ches- 

ter A. Reeds; The plant world by C. 

Stuart Gager; The animal world by 

James George Needham; Fossils by Rich- 

ard Swann Lull; The coming and evolu- 

tion of life by Henry Edward Crampton; 

Heredity and variation by L. C. Dunn; 

The coming of man by George Grant 

MacCurdy. 

The series will be sold as a whole and 
by subscription, each unit of four volumes 
to be delivered and paid for as published. 
We have seen the first volumes of the 


series in two forms, bound in heavy, 
medium-brown paper, and bound in light 
cloth. Both bindings are durable and 
attractive. The books average less than 
a hundred and fifty pages. They are well 
illustrated, and size, type face and man- 
ner of illustration present a book that is 
inviting and not formidable. 

The Committee has examined eight 
volumes. Other volumes, as planned, 
include the following: The races of man; 
The smallest living things; Energy and 
matter; Space, time and relativity; An- 
cient civilizations; Greece and Rome; 
Middle ages and renaissance; The mod- 
ern age; Colonial times; The rise of a 
republic; The development of a do- 
minion; The making of Latin America; 
Harnessing energy; Engineering feats; 
Dealing with atoms; Conquering dis- 
ease; Philosophy through the ages; 
Mind and behavior; Faith and morals; 
Human society; Produce from land and 
sea; Economic systems and theories; 
Banking and finance; Modern business ; 
Poetry; Drama; Biography and letters ; 
Fiction; Painting; Sculpture; Archi- 
tecture ; and Music. 

This series has been planned. to meet 
the great demand for very simple, at- 
tractive and readable books on the sci- 
ences. The dearth of material elementary 
enough for the use of readers’ advisors 
and others attempting remedial education 
has been lamented by those using the 
“Reading with a Purpose’’ series, and 
other reading lists. In these volumes the 
text is interesting, readable and as simple 
as eminent authors can make it. The 
authors have been well chosen for their 
standing in their various fields and for 
their ability to create interest and en- 
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thusiasm in the subjects ; they are actively 

working in the fields they describe and 

experienced in presenting scientific matter 
to students and the public. 

The presentation is popularly phrased 
and extremely practical for the ele- 
mentary reader, not however for the 
juvenile reader, emphasizing particularly 
the phases of each subject that will appeal 
to the layman. The meat of the matter 
is given without undue elaboration or the 
use of technical language. Debatable 
subjects, such as heredity and environ- 
ment, and science and religion, are not 
side-stepped. In spite of the brevity, the 
reader gains a clear insight into the fun- 
damentals of the subject and its applica- 
tion to present-day life. Technical terms 
are used sparingly, but where necessary 
are well explained in the text. 

Each book has a well arranged table of 
contents, a good index with pronuncia- 
tions, a glossary, and suggestions for 
further reading with book notes and 
publishers’ addresses. 

We recommend the eight volumes we 
have seen. 

Waverly pictorial dictionary; ed. by 
Harold Wheeler. 8v. London, Wav- 
erly book co., n.d. Cloth, $49.50. 
Sold in Canada by the Grolier So- 
ciety. 

The Grolier Society informs us that 
such sets of this work as are being sold in 
Canada are imported copies of the latest 
English edition. A new edition, re- 


edited under the direction of American 
lexicographers, will be issued some time 
later in the United States. 

Seven of the eight volumes consisting 
of 4,664 pages form the dictionary 
proper, while the last volume consists of 


a word finder, studies in the use of 
words, etc. This encyclopedic dictionary 
is a kind not generally known in America. 
The nearest approach to it was the Cen- 
tury dictionary and the similarity ended 
with the illustrations. The outstand- 
ing feature of Waverly is the explana- 
tory matter which follows each defi- 
nition. "Two examples of full entries 
follow: 

Abeam (a bém’), adv. On the beam. 

(F. par le travers, sur le cété) 

Sailors often used the word beam 
for the side of the ship, and when they 
catch sight of some object on either 
side of the ship, they say that there is 
something abeam. 

E. a— -on, and beam. 

Amrita (amré’ta), n. The ambrosia of 

Hindu mythology. (F. amrita) 

This beverage of the Hindu gods 
Was nine times sweeter than honey. 
Those who tasted amrita enjoyed ever- 
lasting life. 

The word is Sanskrit, meaning 
“immortal.” Gr. ambrotos, L. im- 
mortalis. 

Of necessity two short examples were 
chosen, but many definitions with ex- 
planations run into several pages. ‘This 
feature is not confined to common nouns 
but is used with nearly all adjectives, 
verbs, adverbs, and abstract nouns. 

The next most important feature of 
this work is the wealth of good illustra- 
tion. Every page has one illustration and 
frequently more. ‘The illustrations are, 
for the most part, admirably chosen and 
made chiefly from photographs. They 
are used to supplement the explanatory 
matter and aid materially in applying the 
meaning of the words to some every-day 
interest or activity. For example, the 
word “acclimatize” is accompanied by a 
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picture of three flamingos with this cap- 
tion: “Acclimatization—Flamingos from 
the tropics wading in the pond of a Lon- 
don park.” “Amenity” is accompanied 
by a picture of a family fireside with the 
caption: “Amenity—Enjoying some of 
the amenities of life—a comfortable 
room, a warm fire, pleasing pictures, and 
wireless.” The numerous and useful 
illustrations, together with the large 
amount of historical data given about 
many words, make this dictionary almost 
encyclopedic in character. Numerous 
full page colored plates add to the attrac- 
tiveness of the work. These are especially 
good in the field of nature study and 
cover such features as flowers, beaks of 
birds, butterflies, astronomy, quadru- 
peds, reptiles, etc. 

Pronunciation and derivation are given 
for each word. A comparison with 
W ebster’s dictionary shows many words 
included in the latter not to be found in 
Waverly. For ordinary use, however, 
these omissions are not serious. To keep 
the size of the work within reasonable 
limits a certain amount of abridgment 
was necessary. On the other hand, some 
words are given, especially of foreign 
origin, not included by Webster. 

Pagination is continuous through the 
set; each volume containing some 650 
pages. 

The subject matter is treated in a de- 
cidedly juvenile manner although not 
altogether elementary. The usefulness 
of the set for almost any school below 
university is unquestioned. It is popular 
in style but at the same time accurate. 
Unfortunately, it is not dated, which is 
a serious omission in any dictionary, but 
especially so in a work of this kind. It 


is a fairly recent compilation; some 

articles bear dates as late as 1926. 
More than half the last volume is 

taken up with the word finder. This is 

designed to help a child enlarge his vo- 
cabulary by giving him the exact word 
to express his meaning. Under various 
large headings such as agriculture, 
anatomy, architecture, army, art, as- 
tronomy, etc., are given common or gen- 
eral descriptive terms followed by the 
specific name wanted ; e. g. under Music, 
lively, are defined allegro, vivace and 
vivo; under Medicine, poison, we find 
general terms defining antidote, anti- 
toxin, toxicology, toxin and virus; under 

Politics, people, we find the specific terms 

commonwealth, Demos, proletariat, re- 

public, exactly defined. 

This volume also contains studies in 
the use of words with references to the 
main vocabulary; a list of words often 
misspelt; words often mispronounced ; 
foreign words and phrases; irregular 
genders and plurals; correct style and 
title; how to write letters and a section 
called, amusingly, Literature’s Golden 
Story. A most useful feature is an index 
to all pictures, including color plates. 

The set is well bound in art cloth 
which should stand up well even for 
school use. 

Recommended where cost is a second- 
ary consideration for elementary and 
junior high schools, and juvenile depart- 
ments in public libraries. 

Who’s who among living authors of 
older nations; ed. by A. Lawrence. 
lv. 233 South Broadway, Los An- 
geles, Golden Syndicate publishing co., 
c1931. Cloth, $7.50, to libraries. 
This addition to the already numerous 
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“who’s who family” is planned to cover 
the literary activities of living authors 
and writers of all countries of the world 
except the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii, Newfoundland, 
the Philippine Islands, the West Indies 
and Central America. These countries 
are covered in a companion volume, 
Who's who among north American au- 
thors, now in the tenth year of its publi- 
cation. The introductory volume of 
W ho’s who among living authors of older 
nations was published in 1928. 

The book is divided into two sections: 
Biographical dictionary of authors (437 
pages); Press section, containing bio- 
graphical sketches of editors, magazine 
and press writers with names of period- 
icals in which their writings appear 
(about 20 pages). There is cross refer- 
ence from the main biographical section 
to the press section. Appendix sections 
comprise four lists: Authors and writers 
by countries (alphabetically arranged) ; 
Poets by countries; Authors under own 
name with pen name opposite ; Pen names 
of authors and writers in this volume. 

The editor states in his foreword that 
only by invitation do names appear in 
this work and that all material has come 
direct from the author himself. Lack of 
response from authors probably accounts 
then in large measure for glaring omis- 
sions. However, this who’s who does 
list many authors not included in other 
biographical dictionaries. 

The text itself is in English but the 
titles of the books and the names of 
magazines and newspapers to which the 
writers contribute are in vernacular. 

The mechanical make-up of the book 
is good and the type is clear and unusually 


easy to read in a work of this sort, 

where detailed information is listed in 

small space. Errors such as a misspelled 
word on the title page and ambiguity in 
volume numbering are to be regretted. 

Recommended for the library able to 
afford this somewhat expensive addition 
to its reference resources in this field of 
biography, where there seems never to 
be quite enough supply to meet the de- 
mands. 

World book encyclopedia annual 
for 1931; a review of the events of the 
year, ed. by S. E. Farquhar. Chicago, 
W. F. Quarrie & co. c1932. Paper $1. 
This annual to accompany the World 

book encyclopedia chronicles 

events in the style of the bound volumes. 

A two-page list of special writers in- 

cludes many well known names. 

The longer articles are signed by ini- 
tials. The subjects correspond with those 
in the bound volumes. An index would 
add greatly to the book’s usefulness. Rec- 


recent 


ommended. 

The world’s book of knowledge and 
universal educator. 
See Twentieth century encyclopedia. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books, No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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